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Madam,

Kindly see the appended Additional Report in O.A.No.395/2013(SZ) relating to the pollution

of River Periyar in Ernakulam District.

The same may be placed before the Hon'ble Tribunalfor consideration and orders.

A.V,RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI,

(Chairman, SLMC, KERALA)

To

The Registrar,
National Green Tribunal, Southern Zone Bench,

Kalas Mahal, Kamarajar Salai, PWD Estate,

Chepauk, Triplicane, Chennai, Tamil Nadu-600005.
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BEFORE THE HON'BLE NATIONAL GREEN TRIBUNAL,
SOUTHERN ZONE, CHENNAI

O.A. No.395 OF 2013 (SZ)

ADDITIONAL REPORT
PRESENTED BY JUSTICE A.V.RAMAKRISHNA PILLAI

(FORMER JUDGE, FIIGII COUR'| OF KtrRALA)
CHAIRMAN, STATE LEVEL MONITORING COMMITTEE, KERAI-A

(FORAND ON BEHALF OF THE AFORESAID COMMITTEE)
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ADDITIONAL REPORT

Kindly see my earlier reports dated 14.8.2020 and 08.1.2021 in

relation to the pollution of Periyar river wherein I have made certain

suggestions for the improvement of the situation.

On9.10.2021, at about 1 p.rn., I received a Whats app message

regarding the change in the character of water as visible near the

Pathalam Regulatory Bridge across the Periyar river. I could reach the

spot without delay as I was within a radius of 1 Km from the aforesaid

spot at relevant time. Annexure X-I is the photograph which depicts of

the condition of the river at that time.

On the next day ie., on 10.10.2021 there were reporls in a

Malayalam Daily regarding this, the copies of which are marked as

Annexure X-II & X-IIl. Reportedly there was change of character of

the river on 10.10.2021 also. Actually this was the fourth incident

reporled in the industrial stretch within a couple of months.

On 12.10.2021, there was a repofi in National daily Hindu by its

special correspondent which stated that despite growing cases, the

Government Departments including the Kerala State Pollution Control

Board as well as the State Irrigation Department and the local bodies

along the river stretch have not been able to identifz the source of

discolouration of the river. The copy of the said reporl is marked as

Annexure X-IV.

The polluters take advantage of the incessant monsoon showers to

discharge the pollutants into the river. After my first report dated

14.08.2020 they have given an interval of few months for such

discharge. /'/ (r
,/



I am of the define view that any move other than holding surprise

inspection in the industrial units and other establishments near the river

side would be an exercise in futilitv.

The above facts are placed before this Hon'ble Tribunal fbr

immediate action.

Dated this the 26'h day of October,2021.

Justi V.Ramakrishna Pillai
(Former J High Court of Kerala )

SLMC. Kerala.
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10/26t21 11.02 AM Pollution Control Board in the dark as discolouration of Periyar River in Kerala is on the rise - The Hindu

4rYru,txuzI - K /v/'

KERALA

Pollution Control Board in the dark as discolouration of
Periyar River in I(erala is on the rise
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KOCHI, OCTOBER 12,2A21 1a:12 lsl
UPoATED: OCTOBER 12,2021 14:12 lsf

The change in the character ofthe water was visibte on Saturday and Sunday. This

was the fourth such incident reported in the industrial stretch over the last two
months

The agencies responsible for the protection ofthe Periyar River continue to grope in the

dark on the increasing cases ofdiscolouration ofthe water body that remains the sole

drinking water source for lakhs ofpeople.

The change in the character ofthe water was visible on Saturday and Sunday. This was the

fourth such incident reported in the industrial stretch over the last two months. Despite

the growing cases, the government departments, including the I(erala State Pollution

-6.
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Control Board, local bodies along the river stretch and the Irrigation Department have not
been able to identifu the source ofdiscolouration. The latest incident was reported

upstream ofthe regulator-cum-bridge at Pathalam in I(ochi.

Interestingly, the Pollution Control Board (PCB) has stated that specific identification ofthe
source was difficuit in such incidents. The results of the sample analysis had notyet
revealed any type ofpollution.

Pending proposals

However, senior board officials admitted that the discolouration was continuing along the

Eloor-Edayar industrial stretch. The need of the hour is the timely implementation of the

projects listed under the Periyar Action PIan. Some of the pending proposals include

construction ofa bund road and installation ofCCTV facility along the river banks to track

the violators, they said.

The delay in acting against those responsible for the pollution ofthe river had further

worsened after the chairman of the board issued a directive that the agenry will no longer

act on complaints that are not routed through the l(erala Centralised Inspection System.

Though ii was made clear that the directive was not applicable to sudden episodes of
pollution, there has been no inspections yet on industriai units suspected to be responsible

for the illegal discharge.

Taking a serious note ofthe frequent discolouration in the river, the State Level Monitoring

Committee on Solid Waste Management (SLMC) appointed by the National Green Tribunal

(NGT) pointed out that it will soon update the tribunal on the issue.

Any attempt other than holding surprise inspections in the industrial units near the river

banks would be an exercise in futility, said A. V. Ramakrishna Pillai, chairman of the SLMC.

The committee had recommended similar measures in its earlier reports on the pollution

ofthe river.

https://wviw.thehindu.


