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ADDITIONAL REPORT

Kindly refer to the previous reporl dated 12.02.2020 in this
matter, wherein the following shortcomings in the handling of the

demolition wastes of the high-rises within the local limits of the

Maradu Municipality, were noted.

Maior short comings in brief:

1. Maradu Municipality has not been able to collect all specific details

till date.

2. In the updated status of removal of waste as on 10.2.2020, submitted

by the Municipality, the details given are vague and without specific

details.

3. Wind breakers around the sites as mandated by statute are provided.

4. Sprinkle systems are provided by the statute are not provided.

5. There is no display of dust mitigation measures at site for public

viewing.

6. No protective measures like use of Geo textile are seen provided in

the trenches near the lake side of Alfa Serine and Golden Kayaloram

to prevent the flow of contaminated water to the back waters.

7. Physical verification reveals 40% ofsteel was segregated and 35% of

steel has been removed. However, authentic details of storage/re-

cycling units are not submitted.

8. Removal of debris after segregation ofsteel is being done and details

of sites to were the debris where transferred are given. However, the

log book details are not legible.

9, Though Prompt Enterprises claims that a C&D waste processing

facility is being set up at Kumbalam no such plant is installed there

and no waste is deposited there.

l0.Failure to install CCTV Cameras to make continuous monitoring

effective.

lt.No specific details are there in the log books of the vehicles deployed

in the transportation ofdebris.
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2. Adverting to the above, this tribunal as per order dated 18.3.2020, had

made cerlain observations and had given certain directions as under.

"Though there was cerlain direction given by the committee to

suppress the air pollution and possible contamination olthe Kayal water, no

serious steps have been taken either by the Maradu Municipality or by the

seryice provider. It appears that Maradu Municipality is not interested in

carrying out the directions given by the committee, instead they were

sticking on to the recommendations made by the technical cornmittee which

was appointed by the Government earlier for the purpose ol supervising the

dernolition of the building as directed by the Hon'ble Supreme Court.

The comrnittee is only expected to supervise the possible pollution

that is likely to cause at the time of demolition of the building and their

recommendations are nothing to do with the removal of the debris collected

and also the steps to be taken by the Maradu Municipality as well as the

service provider to avoid the possible pollution that is likely to be caused on

account of the collection of the debris in the demolition site till it is disposed

of in a scientific manner as provided under the Construction and Demolition

Waste Management Rules, 201 6. There is a responsibility cast on the

Maradu Municipality to implement these rules in its letter and spirit.

Ilthere is any violation found in implementing the rules and ilthere is

any non-compliance of the directions given by the committee appointed by

this Tribunal, either to the Maradu Municipality or to the service provider

which results in the pollution being caused to the environment as well as to

the nearby Kayal then regulating authority namely, Pollution Control Board

is duty bound to irnpose environmental compensation against those persons

who are violating the norms and causing pollution.

Such an attempt is not

observations in the committee

deficiencies in carrying out

Monitoring Committee as well

seen taken in this case, though there w-ere

repofi that there were serious violations and

the directions issued by the State Level

as the committee appointed by this Tribunal.

So under such circumstances, we direct the Pollution Control Board

to take appropriate legal action against those persons who are violating the
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directions and causing pollution and affecting the environment including
possible contamination of Kayal water which is likely to cause on account

of the seepage of water that is likely to happen on account ofpouring the

water on the debris instead ol sprinkling the same without providing

necessary protective measures to avoid seepage.

They are also directed to take sample of the Kayal water to llnd out as

to whether there was any damage caused to the Kayal water on account of
the negligent act on the paft of the service provider and the Maradu

Municipality in taking action to remove the debris collected after demolition

and not complying with the provision of the construction and Demolition

Waste Management Rules, ?016.

The cornmittee is directed to submit the reporl to this Tribunal by e_

mail at ngtszfiling@gmail.com or by e-filing."

3. I was informed that the n.reeting of the Joint Committee appointed by this

Tribunal, was delayed on account of the intervening lockdowns due to the spread

of Covid-19. That is the reason why the said comrnittee could not file the reporl

on 15.05.2020 and directed by this tribunal. Later, a repofi dated20.7.2020 was

submitted to me by the Chief Environmental Engineer, Regional Offlce,

Ernakulam of Kerala State Pollution control Board along with the copies ol
ceftain communications and the report olthe Joint Comn-rittee Meeting. The copy

of the reporl of the chief Engineer and annexures are appended as Annexure-Xl

series to this reporl. In page 2qLx1 repellLil-is stated that the Secretar)/ of the

6.2020

sites.

4. In the report of the Joint Corrmittee which is part of Xl-series. it is

stated as under.

"4. Removal ol demolition waste fbllen in the Kalral This incident

happgl]ed-lol ,,\lfa SCIq.re tower demolition that a chunk of debris fell in the

Ka),al during blasting. This was subsequentl), removed and also a check

was carried out b), local fisherman so as to establish that there is no debris in

the Kayal. These actions are verifled by the comrnittee during its visit on



locations." (Kindly see item No.4 under the heading ,specific findings, of
the Joint Committee's report).

5. However, a news repofi appeared in Kochi Edition of Malayala

Manorarna daily dated 12.07.2020, stating that the debris fallen into the nearby

water bodies during the demolition process, were not removed yet. A copy of the

news item is appended as Annexure-X2. As the said report was inconsistent with

the finding of the Joint cornmittee, on 24.07.2020, I have directed the chief
Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, Kochi of KSpCB to conduct a site

inspection and to give a factual report after conducting a site inspection.

Accordingly he has submitted a repoft on 25.01 .2020, which is marked as

Annexure-X3. Annexure-X3 report concluded as under.

"1. Debris due to demolition of Alf-a Serene - Tower 2 apafirnent has f-allen

at a stretch of approximately 30 m length parallel to the bank of the stream

and approximately 15 m towards the middle of the backwater.

2. Search was made up to about 20 m towards Backwater where some

scattered settlement of debris were lbund including reinforced beams,

concrete debris etc. beyond 5m and up to approximately l5m from the bank.

It is understood that these types of wastes are identified in the backwater

since the municipality had used JCB type eafth movers for the removal of
debris up to a length of maximum 5m only f'rom the river bank. Further, I

may repoft that detailed quantification if needed can bedone using accredited

agencies viz Navy, Fire & Rescue team etc."

6. Annexure-X4 contains the photograph of the bank of the water body where

the debris during the demolition had fallen into the back waters (Photo No.1 taken

on 5.5.2020) and the photograph of the swin.rn.rer performing search on 24.7.2020

(Photo No.2.).

7. As I felt that it is only just and proper to conduct a site inspection

personally before filing a repoft before this Tribunal, I visited the spot at 10.30 arn

on 26.07.2020. With the help of one Mr.Sugunandan, a local resident who came

to the spot at the time of my visit, I could get the assistance of a swimmer to

4
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17.06.2020 and instruction was qiven to Secretarv to ensure that entire

wastes fallen in the Kallal were removed and transferred to disposal



conduct a detailed search in the water body. Annexure-X5 is a reporl prepared by

the Chiel Environmental Engineer, Regional office, KSpcB, Kochi after n.ry site

inspection on 26.7.2020. Annexure-X6-series are the photographs for the said

inspection. In photo No.4 of the X6 series, we can see the swimmer standing on a

reinforced concrete debris lying submerged in the water. It is at distance of l5
meters away from the bank. At that point, the depth of the water is more than 5

feet. Normally a person who does not knorv swimming cannot hold his head above

the water level at the point (Kindly see photo No.5 of the Annexure-X6 series).

CONCLUSION

The claim of the Maradu Municipality as well as the Joint Committee is that

the entire debris fallen into the back waters near the demolition site of Alfa Serene

Tower-2 has been removed. This is factually incomect. It is true that attempts

have been made to remove the debris from the portion at a width of I 5 meters

from the bank towards middle of the water body. What was seen removed is the

debris which were seen over the water level. During my inspection scattered

settlement of debris including reinforced beams beyond a distance of about l5

meters from the bank towards the middle of the water body, could be detected. At

some points, steel bars used for the re-enforcement of the concrete are seen

protruding above the water level.

Neither the Maradu Municipality, nor rhe Joint Committee can sit idle till
the last piece of debris is removed from the water body. Il the existing debris in

the water body remains there, it will lead to undesirable results in future.

The recalcitrant attitude of Maradu Municipality was evident at every stage

of the removal of the demolition wastes. Presurnably, the Municipality is under the

wrong notion that they are not bound by law.

The Pollution Control Board cannot absolve from its responsibility of

recovering compensation for environmental degradation from the defaulters, on

the lame excuse that the rules does not provide fbr the methods fbr quantification

of compensation. There cannot be any straight jacket formula for assessing the

quantum of compensation. In every assessment there will be some inbuilt

arbitrariness. This arbitrariness is there, even in assessment of compensation under

cerlain heads in Motor Accident Claims. However, while assessing compensation,

5"
//

/y



the authority has to be guided by established norms and principles which would

appear to be just and reasonable. The quantum of compensation fixed shall be

neither too low nor disproportionately high. The authority fixing the

compensation has to strike a proper balance between these two. If recovery of
compensation for environmental degradation, from the defaulters is delayed

indefinitely it will send a wrong message to the defaulters and likeminded persons.

Dated this the 27'r'day of July, 2020.

Justice A. .Rarnakrishna Pillai

(Former Judge, gh Court ol Kerala )

SLMC, Kerala.
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File No. PCB/Ro-EKM/ eE,N- 276/2020

From

The Chief Environmental Engineer

To

20.07.2020

,. The Chairmal
State Level Monitoring Committee(NcT)

Sub: Demolition of Flats at Maradu-O A 72-2O2O -reg.

Ref: 1. Order of tJle Honble National Green Tribunal inO.Ano.l2/2O2O

dated14.O5.2O2O

2. Report of the Joint Committee in compliance to the order of t}le order

dated 14.O5.2020.

3. This Oflice ktter of even number dated 15.07.2O20 asking advice from

the Member Secreta5r-

Respected Sir,

Your kind attention is invited to 1]-e order of the Hon'ble tribuna,l vide

reference cited (1) above. It is explicitly ordered that " pollution C.ontrol Board as

utell as ttre Distict Cnllector ore directed to take steps to implement th.e direction

giuen bg the State Leuel Monitoing Committee in resoluing tLe issue and action

taken against te seruice prouider if they are not complging uith tle direction in

implementing the di-sposal of demolition debis aru7 u)aste as per Municipal Solid

Waste Rules, 2O16 and Demolition of Construction Waste Management Rules,

2016- The committee mag aLso assess the enuiroftmental rnmpensation if there is

ang domage coused on auourx of their lapse. Furth-er, the rnmmittee as u.tell as the

State Authoities will haue to take nate of the fact that monsoon is going to set in in

Kerala State from the middle of Mag anl if the debis is not cleared then it is likely

to create leachate from tlrc debis collected in the area uhich is likelg to seep into

the Kagal uhich is situated nearbg anrT affect the uater qtalitg in tte Kagal arul
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-2-
the State Autlloities are dutA bound to protect the Kagol tuhich i_s part of
enuironment." In compliance with the above order, the joint committee visited ttre
site on 17.06-2020 to ensure that the demolition wastes are satisfactorily
removed from the respective sites. ThereaJter, detajled discussions were done on

18.06.2020 in which specific directions were given to the Secretary, Maradu

Municipality to ensure tllat the debris fa.llen in the Kayal has been removed

completely- As per tie direction, the Secretary has submitted completion report

with respect to removal of debris from Kayal as well as from demolition sites vide

his letter dated 18.06.2020. Based on the discussions ald by verifting t1.e report

of ttle Secretary, updated status report has been prepared- Kindly note that t-lle

report contained a1l important points as per the directions given during the

meeting convened on 24.O1.2O2O by the State Ifvel Monitoring Comrrrittee. It is
to be noted that water samples have been collected from different stations in the

Kayal which were fixed earlier to check the quality of water-

It may also be noted tfrat tie Hon'ble Tribunal vide ttre order dated

74.O5.2O2O specifically insisted to impose environmental compensation if
violations are noliced as per the C&D Waste Rules 2O 16 during removal of

wastes. It is also important to note that the Hon'ble Tribunal allowed tlle Board to

file independent report if needed. Hence certain shortfalls were identifled by the

Board about which specific discussions were already done during different SLMC

meetings- Those deficits were identified to be violations and can be considered as

committed offence as per the relevant provisions of the Construction &
Demolition Waste management Rules, 2O16-

The Shor$alls noticed are as follows.

1. Action plals were not sutmitted prior to the demolition or removal of

debris by the Municipality.

2. Covering a height of 35 ft using metal barriers not provided around all ttre

demolition sites ald noticed following works were done,

a) Provided 1Om metal barrier on land side of A.lfa Serene flats

b) Provided loft height Geotexlile barrier in the track-water side of t1'e

Golden Kayaloram

c) Provided loft height Geotextile barrier in the back-water side of the

Hoiyfaith, H2O

k
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-3-
d) Provided l Oft height Geote.xtile barier in the front side of

the Jain Coraf Cove

3. Adequate water sprinkling of sites for dust suppression was carried out. It
was done by using pumps with fire hoses instead of water sprinklers.

4. Even though the service provider has obtained authorization for tJ.e

processing of Construction & Demottion waste at Kumbalam site, no
activity carried out in tlat site, reported to be due to public protest ar1d.

disposed debris without submitting prior proposals for such disposaJs.

At t].is juncture, it is imperafive to note that the assessment of
environmental compensation for these violations are seems to be diffrcult as no

specifrc rrles or model calculations arc availabie with respect to imposition of
environmental compensation as per the C&D Waste Management Rules 2O16.

Hence, it was decided to obtain certain advises from CPCB who is supewising the

activities of the State Poilution Control Boards. it is so decided since ttlis is the

Itrst incident t-}.e Board faced in tJle State with regard to the related provisions of
the C&D Waste Management Rules, 2016. Also, preparation of grridelines for

compensation has vital importance that the Board wiil be able to uniformly
implement t1.is Rule along entire Districts in the State.

Considering the above aspects, a letter was sent to tfle Member Secretarlr

asking advice and to obtain specilic directions from the CPCB regarding

assessment of Environmental Compensation as per the C&D Waste Management

Rules 2O16. The next date of hearing in t1le above case is posted on 3O.O7.2O2O.

Enclosed kindly find copies of report prepared by the joint committee cited (2)

and letter cited (3) above for ready refcrence.

Yours faith fully

crri.r e.rv;ron@lrI En gineer

Encl. as above

Copy to:1. The Member Secretaqr, KSPCB, Thiruvanattrapuram.
2. The Environmental Engineer, District OfIice-I, Ernakulam.

c)
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File No. PCB/RO-EKM/ cEN- 276/2o2O

From

The Chief Environmental Engineer

To

The Member Secretar5z

Sub: Demolition of Flats at Maradu-O A 72-2O2O -reg.

t5.o7.2020

Reft 1. Order of the Hon'bie tribunal in O.A no.l2/202o dated 14.O5.2O2O

2. Report of tJle Joint Committee in compliance to the order of the order

dated 14.05.2020

Madam,

Your kind attention is invited to the order of tlle Hon'ble tribunat vide

reference cited (1) above. It is ordered that'Pollution Control Boord. as uetl as the

Distrbt Collectar arc directed to tnke steps to impLenent the direction gitEn bg tle

Stote lcuel Monitorirtg Commiltee in resollittg the issue and. action taken against

tle seruice prouid.er if tleg are not omplging witll the dbection in implementtq tlte

di.spcsol of demolition d-ebris and ua"ste a.s per Municipal &litl Wa.ste Rules, 2O16

and Demolition of Constrttction Wa.ste Management Rules, 2O16. The comtnittee

mag also a-ssess the enuironmental ampensation if there is ang domage caused on

a-ceunt of their lapse. Further, the tnmmittee os uleLl as the Stote Authorities will

harc to take rate of the fact that monsoon is goatg to set-in in Keroln State from the

middle of Mag anl if the debris i.s rat cleared then it i.s lkelg to create leach.ate

from the debris allected in the area u)hich is likelg to seep into the Kayal uhich i.s

situated nearby and olfect the unter qualitg in the Kagal and the Stote Authorities

o/c
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17.O6.2O2O. Thereafter detailed discussions ryere done on 18.06.2O20 in u,hrh

specific directions were given to the Secretary, Maradu Municipality to ensure

that the debris fallen in the Kayal has been removed completeiy. As per the

directioh the Secretar5r had submitted completion report with respect to remova.l

of debris from Kayal as well as demolition sites vide his letter dated 18.O6.2O2O.

Based on the discussions and by verifting the report of the SecretarJr, updated

stafus report has been prepared. Kindly note that the report contained all

important points as per the directions given during the meeting convened on

24.O1-2O2O by the State level Monitoring Committee.

It may also be noted that the Hon'ble Tribunal vide the order dated

14.O5.2O2O specifically insisted to impose environmental compensation if

violations are noticed as per the C&D Waste Rules 2O16 dr-rring reaoval of

wastes. It is also importalt to note that the Hon'ble Tribulal allowed the Board to

file independent report if needed. Hence certain shortfalls were identified which

are found to be violations arrd ca.rr be considered as committed offence as per the

relevant provisions of the Constn-rction & Demolition Waste management Rules,

2016. It may also be noted that the assessment of environmental compensation

for these violations are seems to be difficr:It as no specilic rules, guidelines or

model calculations are available. Hence kindly get some advice from CPCB in this

regard as this is the first such incident, the Board faced in the State.

The Shortfalls mentioned are as follows.

l. Action plans were not submitted prior to the demolition or removal of

debris by the Municipality.

- Il -



i ('r)\,('rlltg ir I)e)qlrt 1), 35 ft USing
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Specific details of u.ind breakers provided are as follou,s:

a) Provided lom metal barrier on land side of Alfa Serene flats
b) Provided loft height Geotextile barrier in the back-water side of the

Golden Kayaloram
Provided loft height Geotextile barrier in the back-water side of the
Holyfaith, H2O
Provided loft height Geotextile barrier in the front side of the Jain Coral
Cove

Adequate water sprinkling of sites for dust suppression was carried out. It
was done by using pumps with fire hoses instead of water sprink-lers.

Even though the service provider has obtained authorization for the
processing of Construction & Demolition waste at Kumba-lam site, no

activity carried out in that site due to public protest and disposed debris

without submitting prior proposals for such disposals.

Considering the above aspects, ari advice may be given regarding

assessment of Environmental Compensation if needed. It may also be noted tJlat

the SLMC is supervising the activilies of removal of demolition waste, an updated

status report need to be given at the earliest. Hence an immediate action from

that oflice may be initiated in the above explained matter. The next date of

hearing in the above case is posted on 3O.O7.2O2O. Enclosed kindly find copy of
the report prepared by the joint committee.

Yours faith fully

M A BAIJU oEnary s4ftd by 14 A BArrr

Chief Environmental Engineer

Encl. as above

Copy to: The Environmental Engineer, District Oltrce- 1, Ernakulam

c)

d)

3.

4.
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Pre-De mol iti on

During the pre-demolition around 1125O tonnes load was removed and all
was sent to a yard in Chandroor, Aleppy. This material was thereby ured
for road fortnation and basement filling purpose at KSIDC industrial pqrk,
Pallipuram, AIeppy.

All this material was transported following C&D l{aste Management Rules:
1. Covering of all the material in the truck while transportation
2. Ensuring that all wagte is wet, so that no pollution is caused during the
transportation.
3. 24 hour sprinkling of water on the site, to ensure that there is no air
pollution caused during the removal.

Post-Demolition

. The waste collected after the blasting was mainly of cement blocks
with steel reinforcement. The entire process for removal of waste
was to break the concrete debris and salvage the steel from the same.

. The steel had to be removed from the debris by using mechanical
and automatic breakers. The steel had to be cut using gas cutters and
other methods.

. Action plans were not submitted prior to removal of debris by either
Municipality or service providers ie., Vijay Steels for steel debris and
Prompt Enterprises for Concrete debris. It is true that they had
submitted disposal details with locations after the removal of debris-
The Maradu Municipality never submitted or forwarded action plans
prior to removal of debris whether it is Concrete or Steel except
action taken reports.

Specific Findines

I. Adequate metal barrier of 35 feet was required - but in actual the barrier
were made of varying heights. It was due to specific limitations in terms
of the sites. The site was covered adequately as possible.

Specific details of provision of wind breaking measures were explained in
the report which are as follows .

. Provided lOm metal barrier on land side of Alfa Serene flats.

. Provided 3m (f0ft) height geotextile barrier in the back-water side of
the Golden Kayaloram.

\=-
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. Provided 3rn (I0ft) height Seotextiie barrier in the back waler side of
the Holyfaith, H2O

. Provided 3m (l0ft) heighl geotextile barrier rn the front side of the

Jain Coral Cove.

It may be pertinent to note that during monitoring the air quality was

found to be within the standards stipulated most of the times'

2. Adequate water sprinkling of sites for dust suppression was carried out.

It was done by using pumps with fire hoses instead of water sprinklers,

when it was found that the water sprinklers were not effective in covering

the entire site. The water pumps used were having higher capacity than a

conventional sprinkler and were far more effective in controlling the dust

spread.
There were no complaints from any residents living nearby about the dust

in the entire process of the removal of debris.

3. Ensuring that the water used for sprinkling doesn't reach the Kayal-

There was no incidelt found for the same, and as a matter of precaution a

separate drain was also prepared in Golden Kayaloram site'

4.Removal of demolition waste fallen in the Kayal - This incident happened

for Alfa serene tower demolition that a chunk of debris fell in the Kayal

during blasting. This was subsequently removed and also a check was

carried out by local fisherman so as to establish that there is no debris in
the Kayal. These actions are verified by the committee during its visit on

17.06.2O2O and instruction was given to secretary to ensure that entire

wastesfallenintheKayalwereremovedandtransferredtodisposal
locations. Subsequently the Secretary, Municipality submitted his report
(Annexure -1)

s. AII vehicles which were used for transportation of the waste material

was having covering, so that no pollution was caused due to the

movement.

6. Though the Service provider for removal of Concrete debris or the

Secretary, Maradu Municipality had not submitted any proposals as to

where these debris are disposed of, secretary had often forwarded the

details of disposal locations submitted by the service providers after such

works. Hence the committee was not able to supervise the activities. It is
to be noted that village officers concerned as per the decision taken in the

joint committee meeting held on 17.02.2020 were given direction to

monitor the disposal. It is also identified that the generated waste which

was taken to multiple sites and not to one specific C&D waste processing

facility. This was mainly due to the fact that the waste was suitable to be

usedasitis,anditdidn'tneedfurtherprocessing.Eventhoughtherewas

-rE-
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some processing required, an authorisation was grven for the same byKerala State pollution Control Board but the servrce provider has notprovided this facility at Kumbalam pointlng or, ,o_. complaints fromlocal people

7. Log book was maintain:d 
-by 

the agency doing he debris removal andthe same was verified by the Maradu lir"*iprfiiy

The KICB also ensured regular monitoring of air pollution (pM 10, pM2.S)
and also sound pollution monitoring. In terms of any der.iation from thenorrnal, immediate steps were taken by the agency to regulate the same onadvice of the KpcB' It is pertinent to note that-due to lockdown restrictionsin view of the outbreak of COVID-I9 in the countryr monitoring wasdiscontinued from 20.03.2020 onwards. Sin." it" demolition sites areseen cleared, the monitoring was not rescheduled-

The KpcB arso pointed out that all falren debris shourd be removed fromthe Kayal during the meering on 1g.06.2020. The tommittee entrusted theS,":.:,ly Maradu Municipality_ to, submit ,t .i" ,"po., regarding removal ofdebris from the Kayat. Kerala pollutio' corrJoi si"rd has ensured that theSecretary had submitted such report intime (Arn.*,r.u 2). Also, theanalysis report of water sampres taken from the Kayar never showed anyabnormal values. However, pCB is planning to carry out another set ofmonitoring of Kayal water.

The Kerala pollution Control played an active and pivotal role in
:,T-1T11^,L": 

the entire process was carried fouowing the C&D wasre

I131:T::.,^1I:::1.":ry^,hosem_ention"di"ih;;;;;;;';'";;""r;::;;was onlv due ro the effort of the Kerala po,ution'cJnirrir"*.T',ii"iir'j
exact rules were informed and were followed to the maximum extentpossible by the Joint committee. Serious Iapses if any occurred w l be

the activities.ff:i:i:::f:rressed in consurtation with sli,rc as the SLMC i. ,rp"*iri"e

t5-

t.

Aspects related to pollution Control Board

Board



auquilr.tspgrt
The Maradu Municipality has given a consolidated
removed. It gives the following.information:

report on the tonnage

H2O Holy Fairh

The total€xpected tonnage was 76300 tonnes approx., but when the workwas finished the actual tonnage of debris removed *u, 
"pp.o*i_rt"if69600 Tonnes.

Disrrict Cb or, Ernakulam

DETHCT Cq.[Egron
ERi{AXU.AI'

rt;iuurcrPnu secRETAEY

Secretary, Mar
I liloI{AMlllEO ARIF

chi"f Envir* Engineer, KSpCB

ITY .n,r r,Y;f.t"tYY"rr*,
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KERALA STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOART)
REGIONAL OFFICE, GANDHI NACAR, ERNAKULAM - 682 O2O

www.keralapcb.org

File No. PCB/RO EKM/ GEN- 27612o2o

From

The CI-rief Environrnental Engineer

To

The Chairman

State Level Monitoring Committee (NGT)

25.O7.2020

Sub:.Demolition of Flats at Maradu-O A l2-2O2O -reg.

Ref: 1. Order of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal inO.Ano.12/2O2O

dated 14.05.2O2O

2. Report of the Joint Committee in compliance with the order of the order

dated 14.O5.2O2O.

3. This Ofhce Letter of even number dated 15.O7 .2O2O asking advise from

the Member Secreta-ry.

4. This Office l,etter of even number dated, 21.O7 .2O.

5. Instruction given by your good self on 24.O7.2O2O.

Respected Sir,

In response to the instruction given by your good self on 24.O7.2O2O witl:,

regard to complete removal of debris from the Back waters "The Thevara Kanal", I

may report as follows.

The Apartment Project in question is "The Alfa Serene - Tower 2" which was

demolished on 11.O1.2O in compliance with the order of the Hon'ble Supreme

Court. The demolition of this apartment created disturbance in the stream by way

of debris where a portion of the wastes has fallen in the Kayal. It is important to

note that the Committee constituted by the Honble Tribunal coordinated the

activities for the removal of debris from all the four sites under the supervision of

State kvel Monitoring Committee from January 2020 onwards itself. It is also

1g I
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perlinent to note that though the outbreak of covlD-lg decelerated the
activities of removal of debris, the municipality has submitted the completion
report on removal of debris on 18.o7.2o2o after detailed discussion within the
committee forum. Accordingly, the committee finalized its action taken report for
submission before the Hontrle NGT.

However, as per the direction of your good self, enquiry was conducted by
the Board oflicials on 24.O7.2O2O at 2pm at the site of Alia Serene- Tower 2,

Maradu. Search was also made in the Back water where debris has fallen due to
demolition of the said apartment. Due to time constraints, only a preliminary
search was possible with the assistalce of a local fisherman.

The preliminary investigation exposed following facts.

1. Debris due to the demolition of Alfa Serene -Tower 2 apartment has fallen at a
stretch of approximately 30 m length parallel to the bank of the stream and

approximately 15 m towards the middie of the backwater.

2. Search was made up to about 2O m towards Backwater where some scattered

settlement of debris were found including reinforced beams, concrete debris etc.

beyond 5m and up to approximately 15 m from the bank.

It is understood that these types of wastes are identified in the backwater

since the municipality had used JCB type earth movers for the removal of debris

up to a length of maximum 5m only frbm the river bank. Further, I may report that
detailed quantification if needed can be done using accredited agencies viz Navy,

Fire & Rescue team etc.

Yours faith fully

M A BAIJU tlqtalt rqd by M A saUU
o.t. ro2o.o7 r; r4:37:o? +o51o'

Chief Environmental Engineer

Copy to:1. The Member Secretary, KSPCB, Thiruvanathapuram.
2. The District Collector, Ernakulam
3. The Sub Divisional Magistrate, Kochi
4. The Secretary, Maradu Mur.lcipality llor urdent actton o,nd. reoort)
5. The Environmental Engineer, District Office- 1, Ernakuiam.
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Carcl Bank where debris follen Near Alfo Serene Tower 2 Site (Photogroph taken on 05.O5.2O)

A Close view on Settled debris (Swimmer performed seorch on 24.O7.2O2O)
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KERALA STATE POLLUTION CONTROL BOARD

REGIONAL OPFICE, GANDHI NAGAR, ERNAKULAM - 682 O2O

www.keralapcb.org

File No. PCB/RO-EKM I GEN- 276/2O2O

From

The Chief Environrnental Engineer

To

The Chairman

State Level Monitoring Committee (NGT)

26.O7 .2020

Sub: Demolition of Flats at Maradu-O A l2-2O2O -reg.

Rel 1. This Office Letter of even number dated 25.07.2O

2. Order of the Hon'ble National Green Tribunal in O.A no.72 /2O2O
dated 14.O5.2O2O

3. Instruction given by your good selt on 26.07.2O2O during visit at the

Site of Alfa Serene -Torver 2 at Maradu.

Respected Sir,

As instructed by your good self during the visit mentioned vide reference

cited (3) and in continuation to the letter cited (1) prepared after inspecting the site

on 24.O7.2O2O by Board Officials alone I may explain as follows.

During the visit at 11 AM today the 26e of July 2O2O, a 1ocal resident (Sri.

Sugunanandan, Nedumpillil House, Nettoor P.O, Maradu), who belongs to

fisherman community, also accompanied the inspecting team headed by Honble

Justice A.V Ramakrishna Pillai, Chairman, SLMC(NGT) and explained certain

glitches against the Maradu Municipality in carrying out the removal of debris from

the site of the apartment mentioned, especially about the remova-l of fallen debris

from the Back water "The Thevara Canal" where regular tidal effect is experienced.

He further explained that the Municipality, while doing the removal of debris from

the Kayal was able to remove a minor portion of this using JCB type earthmovers

which was already explained in the letter under reference (1). As per the direction

'9l' t
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given, he arranged a loca_l fisherma. to conduct a search in the Kayal where
debris has fallen due to the demolition.

The swimmer who performed the search identilied reinforced concrete
structures settled at the bottom of the Kayal. Unlike on earlier occasion while the
Board officia.ls had conducted inspection at 2 pm on 24.02.2a, steel portion of the
structures were visible above the water surface. This may be due to the tidal effect
where water levei dropped a tittle.

However, this time also following facts are noticed.

1 . Debris due to the demolition of Alfa Serene -Tower 2 apartment has fallen at
a stretch of approximately 3O m length parallel to the bank and l5 m towards
the middle of the backwater. Also, some scattered settlement of debris were

found including reinforced beams, concrete debris etc.

2. The action undertaken by the Maradu Municipality using service providers

or other agencies did not seem to be satisfactory as there are remains of
debris in the Backwater and urgent action sha.11 be taken by tJ:e Municipality
to remove the remaining portion of debris fallen in the backwater

immediately as the Honble Supreme Court and

watching the scenario.

Photographs taken during different occasion with

HoI-r'ble NGT are closelv

notes are enclosed-

Copy to: 1.
c
3.
4.
5.

Yours faithfully

M A BATJU *::*,H#iLlt#tJ.,"

Chief Environmental Engineer

The Member Secretary, KSPCB, Thiruvanathapuram.
The District Collector, Ernakulam
The Sub Divisional Magistrate, Kochi
The Secretar5r, Maradu Municipality tror uraent actton qnd repoxd
The Environmental Engineer, District Office- l, Ernakulam.
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Coml Bonk on 26.07-20 (About 30 m length where debris fallen in the Backwater)

(, )

Sri Sugunanondon exploining grievonces to Hon'ble Justice A.V Pomdktishna Pilldi, Chdirnan, SLMC (26.07.20)

or'
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A view of Chinese fishing net ot the affected Site

Swimmer stonding on a Reinforced concrete structure at About 15 m from the caral Bonk (26.07.20)
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Swimmer Performing Seorch on 26.07.20 (Another view)

Another view of Chinese fishing net at the qffected Site (Alfa Serene - Tower 2)
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