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Madam,

Kindly see the appended Report

solid waste in a private property near Sea

M u nicipa lity in Erna ku lam District.

To

The Registrar,
National Green Tribunal, Southern Zone Bench,

Kalas Mahal, Kamarajar Salai, PWD Estate,

Chepauk, Triplicane, Chennai, Tamil Nadu-600005.

22.O9.2021,

regarding the unauthorised dumping of non-degradable

Port - Air Port Road, within the local limits of Kalamassery

The same may kindly be placed before the Hon'ble Tribunal for consideration and orders.

Sincerely,

JUSTICE A.V NA PILLAI,

5LMC, KERALA)
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REPORT

On 13.9.2021 at about 4.20 p.m., I received a screen shot through Whats

App from the staff reporter ol a Malayalam daily. It was stated that non-

degradable solid waste including plastic materials were seen dumped in a private

property near the Sea Port - Air Porl road within the local limits of Kalamassery

Municipality. Annexure-X-I is the copy of the screen shot so received.

On receipt of the information I contacted the Chief Environmental Engineer,

Regional Office, KSPCB, Ernakulam over telephone and asked him to arrange a

joint local inspection on 15.9.2021. I was informed by him that the surveillance

tearn of the Regional Office has conducted an inspection of the site on 13.9.2021

itself and had given instructions for the sale removal of the waste in accordance

with the Solid Waste Management Rules,2016.

On 14.9.2021, the local edition of a Malayalam daily reported that the

Secretary olKalamassery Municipality has informed that notice would be given to

the owner of the land to stop the activities of dumping waste materials at the

aforesaid site and to remove the existing waste materials somewhere else.

Annexure-X-Il is the copy of the said report.

At about 10 a.m. on 15.9.2021, I along with the Chiel Environmental

Engineer, Regional Office, KSPCB conducted a local inspection of the site. One

E.M. Younus (Ettukattil Veedu, Edathala P.o., Aluva, Ernakulam District, Pin-

683561) and one Abdul Sathar (Eriyakattu Moolayil House, Thrikkakkara P.O.,

Kanayannur Taluk, Ernakulam District, Pin-682021) were present at the site. It

was revealed by them that the site belongs to one Mecca (Late), 22 ward 677,

Chiramukkath House, Cochin University P.O., (Pin-682022) and it was given on

lease to them by legal heirs of the said Mecca for the activities now being caried

out there.

Though the aforesaid persons present at the site claimed that they have

starled dumping of waste at that site only a month ago, the quantity of waste seen

Enquires

/1
/u

deposited showed otherwise. revealed that the said activity was



continuing there for about one year. Huge quantity of solid waste materials were

dumped without any over head coverage. The waste seen deposited was a mixture

of plastics and other hazardous solid waste rrraterials. The waste dumping yard

competes in violation of Environmental Laws, with the Brahmapuram durnping

yard. Some pofiion of the waste materials ie., reusable plastics bags were being

segregated by rag pickers. Annexure-X-III series are the photographs taken at the

time of inspection. An eafth remover was seen segregating the waste as could be

seen from one of the photographs. Leachate from the dumped waste materials was

fbund stored in a pit giving chance to percolate to nearby areas (Kindly see

Annexure-X-III(d)). I was given to understand that the aforesaid leachate flows

to a nearby canal which ultimately reaches the Kadamprayar. It was informed by

the persons present there and they are trying to remove the materials to a saler

place for which they are having some oral agreements. They were specifically

directed that the waste materials can be handed over only to those agencies or

persons who are having valid authorisation from regulatory agencies. They were

also directed to produce specific documents regarding such arrangements within a

day. The Chief Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, KSPCB has directed

that they should deposit an amount as security with the Pollution Control Board

for assuring due performance of safe transfer of the waste materials to authorised

agencies.

The persons present there informed that though they had contacted the

Secretary, Kalamassery Municipality to get a prior permission for storing the

materials temporarily at the site, no steps were initiated or directions/advice were

given.

On 17.9.2021, the Chief Environmental Engineer, Regional Office, KSPCB

reporled that the lessee ie., Sri.Younus and Abdul Sathar have submitted an

affidavit in stamp paper worth Rs.500l on that day stating that they would remove

the entire waste from that place and transfer to M/s.SMT Plastics,Erode,

Tamilnadu within 10 days. He had also submitted a DD for Rs.50000/- (Fifty

thousand only) towards security. Annexure-X-IV(a). X-IV(b). X-IV(c) and X-

IV(d) are the copies of the said documents.



It may be noted that they have not fumished any document which shows

authorization from the firm ie, M/s.SMT Plastics, except a vague letter stating that

the firm would remove these materials (Kindly see Annexure-X-Iv(c)). This

commitment is insufficient, as the Solid Waste Management Rules, 2016

specifically insists for proper authorization from waste collecting agencies. It is

also relevant to note that during follow up enquiry by the surveillance team, it was

found that they have already removed some portion of the waste materials to

unidentified places. It is evident from the report that the parties responsible for the

illegal activities of dumpling solid waste materials in the said land are the lessor,

the lessee and the local body within whose local limits, the illegal activities were

allowed to be perpetuated.

At about 8 p.m. on 19.9.2021 I received a Whats App message with a screen

shot which showed that waste materials were being transported from the site in

heavy vehicles during night. Annexure-X-V is copy of the screen shot. But it is

relevant to note that there is no valid agreement with any agency for receiving the

same.

On 20.9.2021, there appeared a news item in Manorama Online which state

that the Kalamassery Municipality has given 15 days time to the lessees to remove

the waste. It was also stated therein that it was claimed by the lessees that the

waste was being transporled to Tarnil Nadu. Annexure-X5-Vl is the copy of the

report.

Surprisingly, today while this report was being prepared, I received a video

clipping of Manorama News, the screen shots of which are appended as

Annexure-X-Vll series which reveals that the waste materials from the aforesaid

dumping yard are being transported in heavy vehicles during night with the

assistance of land mafia for being dumped at Willington Island, Kochi as well as

to the wet lands within the limits of Alangad, Thengode and Kakkanad in

Ernakulam District. It is also repofted that there is inaction on the part of police in

spite of specific complaints in this regard. Annexure-X-VII(a) is the screen shot

of the area in the Willington Island, were the waste materials are deposited. If the

report is true the situation is quite alarming and the primary responsibility can be



cast on the Kalamassery Municipality within whose local limits, the violation was

being continued for more than a year.

Before I sign off, at about 2.50 p.m. today I received information that after

removing a portion of the waste materials from the site, the remaining waste

materials were levelled on the same property using excavator and earth was spilled

over the same, to make it appear that the land is cleared. They could easily do so

as the land is low lying. Annexure-X-VIII series photographs give the present

condition of the land.

The above facts are placed for the kind consideration and appropriate orders

of this Hon'ble Tribunal.

Dated this the 22'd day of September,202l

Justice
(Former Judge,

.Ramakrishna Pillai
Courl of Kerala )

SLMC, Kerala.
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